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^ The Houses of Parliament are a most imposing 

1! * pile of buildings viewed from the river. On their 
g ^ site once stood the ancient Royal Palace of 
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■» - Edward the Confessor, which, however, was con- 
o siderably altered and rebuilt by William Rufus 
^ i and Stephen and Henry VIII. Parts of these 
K buildings were destroyed during the Great Fire 
► “ of 1666, and the “New Palace of Westminster” 

U P was erected by Sir Charles Barry at a cost of 
H 12 £3,000,000 in 1840. 
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